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HERE was once an old mer- | With the malls that decicd v wes, |
chant of Bagdad, named Abou | The fishermen, furious Lo wih (e |
Casen, who was famous for | miser and bis slippoc vonene o |
his avarice. Although he was | throw them back to L 1y i open |
very rich, all the clothes he wore were | Window. And, ‘l’:""‘-’ thrown 1y a vig. ‘
patched and mended in many places, | Orous arm, the slippers teil Lk among |

and his turban, made of coarse linen,
was so greasy and dirty that it was
impossible to tell what Its original
color had been.

But the most surprising part of his
costume, the things that deserved te be
the most noticed, were his slippers.
The soles were studded with large
nalls, the upper leather consisted of a
number of small pleces joined together,
and for the ten years that they bad
existed as slippers the most ingenious
cobblers of Bagdad had spent time and
skill in makiog the poor remnants hold
together. They had, therefore, become
80 heavy that they grew into a prov-
erb, and whenever people wished to
give an idea of great welght, the slip-
per of Casen were brought forward as
a comparison,

It happened one day, when Casen
was passing through the public market
of the city, the purchase of a large
amount of crystal was proposed to him,
and he at once closed with it. Some
days after, having heard that a ruined
perfumer’s last hope lay In the sale of
a quantity of rose water, he took ad-
vantage of the poor man's misfortune
and bought the rose water at half its
value.

These profitable transactions having

the vials of rose water r
his shelves, 80 that the Vi« were all
broken, and the miser's recontly pur-
chased rose water was lost

“Oh, most fatal slippers!” said he,
«Ye shall do me no more harn,” and
he took & spade and dug a hole in his
garden, Intending to bury them for-
ever.

Now, one of his neighbors, who for a
very long time had borne him a grudge,
saw him doing this and immediately
ran to the cadi to tell him that Casen
kad dug up a treasure in his gurden
It needed mothing more to intame the |
cadl's covetousness, and the miser
might say as much as he liked that he
had not found anything, but Lad only
meant to bury his slippers it was no

 The cadl bhad already counted
on taking off a good handful of gold,
and the unhappy Casen only obtaiued
his liberty by the expenditure of a
large sum of money.

Our miserly friend, rendered desper-
ate, cursing the slippers with all his
might, went and flung them into an
agqueduct a good distance from the
| town. This time, at least, he believed
| he was certain to hear nothing more

of them.

But it was not to be so. The slippers

beed along

b .

| liked each other.

“THESE SLIPPERS HAVE R“WDUCED ME TO BEGGARX.”

put him Into a good humor, he thought
it better, instead of giving a feast (as
18 the custom of eastern merchants), to
go to the bath, where he bad not been
for a long time.

While he was undressing one of his
acquaintances told him bis slippers
rendered him the talk of the whole city
and that be himself would, in the end,
be obliged to give him another palr.

“It 18 quite time that I should think
about it,” answered Casen, “but after
all they are not so worn that they can-
pot still serve my purpose,” and 80
saying he finished undressing and en-
tered the bath.

While he was washing himself the
cadl of Bagdad also came there
bathe. Then Casen, baving made
end of his ablutions, returned to
first room and put on his garments, but
seek for his slippers. In-

being where he had l.nmto
them they had got pushed away
some corner, and in their place lay &

to
an
the

lodged In the pipe, thus preventing the
free passage of the water. The super-
intendent of the aqueduct hastened to
search into the matter, and, findlng
Casen's slippers, he brought them to
the governor, saylng the miser bad
mcaused all the mischief. The unlucky
owner of the old slippers was again
put In prison and fined more beavily
than before.

The cadi, after justice had been done,
scrupulously returned him his precious
property. Then Casen, in order once

bim, but bad kept the most cruel for
the last.

A dog owned by some one lving in
nelghborhood caught sight of them,
waster's house to the
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Three Old Maids
and a Widow

By C. B. LEWIS

Copyright, 1906, by M. M. Cunningham
_43

O

There are few towns of 1,500 popu-
lation that can boast of three old maids
and a widow living on the same street,
but that was the case with Clifton.
Miss Vinton was an old maid because
she never had met with a man good
enough for her. Miss Hopkins was an
oll maid because tie young man she
would have married at eighteen was
sawed in two In a sawmill and she had
vowed to be true to his memory. Miss
Warner was an old maid because she
was determined to marry none but a
minister, and all the ministers who
came were already provided for. The
Widow Carter was a widow because
part of a house had fallen on her hus-

| band,

The old maids and the widow were
on visiting terms—in fact, they rather
Where there are no
male candidates for matrimony con-
cerned old maids and widows can sit
down together on the same veranda
without quarreling. After the widow
had solemnly assured the. old maids
that nothing on the face of this earth
could induce her to be false to the
memory of her crushed, the quartet
loved each other even more.

One day one of the merchants in the
town sold out and a stranger came to
take his place. 1f he ha® been a mar-
ried man the dove of peace would have
continned to hover over Rose street,
but as he was single, only thirty and
a “catch” the dove saw a hot time
ahead,

The widow let no grass grow under
her feet in calling at the store and in-
cidentally mentioning her name and os-
dering four pounds of sugar all &t
once. She was one of the Four Hun-
dred of the town, and on the part of
the other 390 she bade Mr. Strong wel
come to thelr midst. When he had
thanked her she ordered two nutmegs
and a paper of starch, in addition to
the sugar, to let him understand that
she wasn't obliged~to pinch pennies,
and then departed.

An hour later her reprehensible con-
duct was known to the three old malds,
and up went three pairs of hands; six
eyes were turned upward in horror and
three mouths opened to exclaim in cho-
rus, “ITow shocking!"

Then, during the next two days, each
of the old maids made an excuse to
call at the store and follow the pro-
gramme carried out by the widow.
Each thought she was sly and slick,
but they found each ether out, and
from that moment the bond of friend-
ship snupped asunder like ,an old
clothesline left out in the storms of a
year,

When women make war on each oth-
er they don't use ferice ralls to pound
each other on the head. In mest cases
they go right on treating each other as
nicely as they can to thelr faces, but
using daggers and the darkness to as-
sassinate. The three old malds and the
widow gathered together as of yore,
but the dagger was used whenever
there was the least show.

Mr. Strong proved a soclal success.
The widow gave & little dinner and
brought him out, but the old mailds
really monopolfzed him for the even-
ing. Then Miss Warner gave an exbl-
bition of hér own paintings, which con-
sisted of a cow apparently thirty-six
feet long and of a river running up
stream {nstead of down, and the wid-
ow held Mr. Strong’s attention for an
hour while she talked about her crush-
od and departed.

At the end of six weeks the man who
ran the sawmill and had & mortgage
on the mill dam figured it out to his
wife:

“There are three old malds to one
widow, but if the widow gets left she’ll
be the firss one 1 ever heard .of.”

Even the small boys around to:’no-
ticed how girly the old imalds wes¥ be-
coming. They giggled, they uttered
cute little screams when they turned &

" | corner and found themselves face to

face with a cow, they tittered when
théy asked for gum drops at the gro-
cery. As for the widow, she set her
jaw and walked lnto the store two or
three times s week fo ask the mer-
chant If he thought the Beventy-sev-
enth Natlonal bank of Boston was per-
fectly sound and to sigh with relief
when be assured ber of his confidence
in the Institution. Bly reports were
soon afloat that Mr. Strong was paying
Lis attentions to this or that one of the
four. Then the other three would reply

a8 one;

I'm: telling you
of course, it won't go furthes.”

One fata) evening tragedy after
edy bappened, and the light went out
of seversl bappy housebolds.
Strong boarded with & family
half a mile from the store.
the walk. He had to cross
over the river and ascend & hill
ered with woods, there
pouse between his boardiung
the town.

The three old

hadn't seen
ond and third were
avold the last one.
She knew the valoe
river and a musicat
termined to stick.

One old tramp and &
sponsible for most of
The tramp came
through the town, bent
country strawstack as soon &8
and as the widow on the
his footsteps she began to
and coy.

It was labor thrown
tramp was nea
up against her, and |
went over the low
into the water. If she
like a duck she could at
ke a cat, and she
ashore. Her condition
also drooping, also
alized that no dripping,
man stood the slightest
contest, and she dragged
ward and was not improved
or temper by baving to wade
a couple of mud puddies.

Miss Vinton came next. #be
sauntering up the hill wondering
“that widow” dared be so bold
brassy when the tramp, who was
oo the run for his life, overtook
In his nearsightedness he took
a horse and wagon and tried
out. She shied to the right at
time and was sent spra
collision. She got out of the
ditch to run Into a patch of briers
scream for help, but there Do
She had to extricate herself
the bedraggled widow.

The dog alone was respons)
whbat happened to the other
maids. Miss Warner had
one woman ahead and two
and, suspecting thelr
tions, she had almost
mind to abandon her obhject
dog, who had been cailing on
er out in the country, came
set up a barking and grow
edy was the result. The old
er had encountered a big bobtalled
at night on a hill, and she
scrambled over the fence
weeds and ran for her life.
down and rolled over, and she
again and struggled on, and
reached home two hours later
mediately went into hysterics,
Seaton got his firet night call
teen years,

The dog bad met with such success
that he wasi'encouraged $0 persevere.
He came upon Miss Wﬂdz
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A French ¥ Chinese Dialeets,

All j\"‘lt‘ﬂ have a way of temmln‘ “It i .m‘el’ .-mlbh.” writes
Justice with 1nercy and strict logie & traveler recently returned from A
with good or b «ense.  French jurfes tour of China, “to concelve of a nation
excel In these practices. A Mme, Ca-  Speaking as many dinlects as you will
naby of Bordeaus was accused of hav-  find in China. A forelgner's abllity to
lag fotged (wo preseriptivns and of #peak Chinese is a practically worth-
baving thereby obtained large quanti-  less acquirement, as about every twen-
tles of potson, some of which she ad- | ty-five miles the dialect changes to
ministered 1o her hushand, who nearly such an extent as to be practically an-
dled and was ouly suved by his doctor, other language, and even If you are
who suspected something wrong and  speaking the best mandarin—the court
took hLin away  The evidente was | language—you are quite apt to be told
overwheliniug, for the prisoner com- | that your honorable forelgn language
pletely fullad to glve any plausible ex- | is not understood. Even the governors
planation us to why she wauted the of the provinces have to employ Inter-
polson- enough, as the chemist sald, to | preters to communicate with the peo-

kil two reciments Nevertheless the  ple they govern,

Jury found Mme Canaby guilty of | *“Itis a common joke among forelgn-
forging the prescription’s, but not gullty : ers in China that the natives always in-
of attempting to polson her husband. | dicate by signs what they intend to
Perhaps the jury thought the husband | converse about before beginaing to
anpoleoncd was punishment enough In | talk, and this is a joke with quite a

SENSHE for one crime. grain of truth In it."—Harper's Weekly.
p = e ———
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WITH A POLICY IN
SS000 at the age of 20 costs per year § 4155
$5000.00 at the age of 25 costs per year 5L35
$5000.00 at the age of 30 costs per year 56.00
$5000.00 at the age of 35 costs per year 62.05
$5000.00 at the age of 40 costs per year 70.05
$5000.00 at the age of 45 eosts per year  86.55
$5000.00 at the age of 50 costs per year 114.85
We invite a comparison of
these figures with other old
line Insurance Companies.
E. P. DUNCAN, Special Agent, Starke, Florida.

No Use to Say

“The Best Drug Store,”
“The Purest Drugs,”
“The Most Experienced Prescriptionists,”
“The Promptest Service.”

JUST SAY

Mitchell’s Drug Store

THAT TELLS THE WHOLE STORY.
Everything In the Paint Line.

-

J.R.DAVIS & CO.,
FLA.

STARKE, =- = -
Starke Ice Co., |
STARKE, FLORIDA. :

ICE.

Attention to Mail and Telegraphic Orders.

WRITE FOR PRIOES.
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High Grade
PERFUNES
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STARKE DRUG _COIPANY.
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